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reasons. For the latter reason, tens of millions are idle
several months during the year. The scarcity of ways of
communication is another factor lowering the productivity
of labour. After the Turkish War of the '70'$ railroad
construction was suspended, and it fell to my lot to resume
the building of railways. In this respect, I have succeeded
in achieving a good deal, for during my administration I
doubled the railroad mileage. It is noteworthy that the
Ministry of War was constantly thwarting my efforts. This
Ministry supported me only when I proposed to build rail-
roads of a strategic importance. Often strategic railroads
were built counter to my recommendation. Besides, the
direction of non-strategic railroads was often distorted to
suit the purposes of the War Ministry. In this respect,
General Kuropatkin, and especially the former Chief of
Staff Obruchev, did a great deal of harm. The latter was
a gifted and well-educated man, but strategic railroads were
his monomania. It often happened that the railroads
which, at the moment of their construction, were recog-
nized as of strategic importance, two or three years later
were declared to have no such importance,
Thus I strained every effort to develop a railroad net.
Military considerations, with which his Majesty often nat-
urally sided, prevented nie from building the lines most
productive economically. As a result, the system yielded a
deficit
After dealing with the railroads for forty years, I can
say that in most cases the strategic considerations of our
War Ministry regarding the direction of the road are pure
fantasy. The country will be best off if, in building rail-
roads, it is guided by purely economic considerations* On
the whole, such railroads would also meet the strategic
needs. It is rny opinion that this should become a basic
principle of railroad construction. For thirty years we
were building railroads with a view to a war in the West,